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T HE whole of the following diſcourſes was origi- 


nally intended to have been delivered in one Ser- 


mon, immediately after the ordination of the Rev. 


Alexander Eaſton, in London. But on account of 
the length of the previous ſervices of that day, 
they could not with propriety be delivered as Was 
deſigned. The firſt two heads were therefore de- 
livered that day, and the remainder on the Sab- 
bath evening following, 
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ASSOCIATE CONGREGATION 


83 -F 


YE T H O L M. 


BRETHREN, 


* 
D 
— 


As an expreſſion of that gratitude which I owe 
for the regard which you ſhew me when diſ- 
charging the duties of my office among you; 
and as a teſtimony of that reſpect which I have 
for you in the different ſtations in which Provi- 
dence hath placed you, as men, as Chriſtians, 
and as office-bearers in the houſe of God, I beg 


leave to inſcribe to you the following Ser- 
f mons. 


That they and all my other miniſtrations 
may prove the happy means of making you and 


all who have acceſs to them, more acquainted / 
with the doctrine, worſhip, government, and 
diſcipline of the New Teſtament Church ; and 
with the bleſſed effects which the doctrines of / 


E 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, when delivered 
in their purity, and accompanied with divine 


influence, never fail to produce, ſhall be the 
ſincere wiſh and earneſt prayer 


of 
Brethren, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ROBERT SHIRRA, Jux. 
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RECONCILIATION: 


2 Con. V. 18. | 11 2 
et hafh hath given to us the miniſtry of 


reconciliation. 


Tur light of nature, aſſiſted by a few bright 
ſtrokes of traditionary truth, hath, by the un- 
wearied aſſiduity of ſome of thoſe who have en- 
joyed its feeble rays, made ſuch eminent im- 
provements in knowledge of different kinds, that 
it hath excited the aſtoniſhment of all ſucceed- 
ing ages. But far as this dim light, with all 
its boaſted acquiſttiong, hath reached, it will (ll, 
we muſt: confeſs, be found to come infinitely | 
ſhort of thal degree of knowledge which the 

Goſpel reveals; and will, at the very mention - 
ing of it, ſink into obſcurity, and have its ho- 
nour laid in the duſt.” Though it ſpeaks of a 
time, when: mankigd. were favoured with the 


viſies of the gods, and with abundance. of uni- 
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2 The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


verſal love, peace, and joy; though it ſpeaks 


of the entrance of moral evil, and the vaſt de- 
vaſtations which it hath produged 3 in the world at 
large ; though it ſpeaks of ſome method of de- 
liverance from it, and its conſequent miſery, 
which never as yet had, but which might, at 
ſome future period, be deviſed, and made 


known to the inhabitants of the earth ; and 


though it ſpeaks of a happincſs attainable by 
mankind, equal, in every reſpect, if not ſupe- 
rior, to that which they have loft by the intro- 
duction of this evil into the world, and altoge- 
_ commenſurate to their moſt "FM guine wiſh- 

yet it always ſpeaks of theſe things as vague 
15 FA and uncertain conjectures ; and, after 
all its aſtoniſhing efforts, leaves its dirnſighted 
votaries to wander in the dark fhades of igno- 
rance and error. But what the ſe diſtinguiſhed 
followers of this uncertain guide, i in our benight- 
ed gentile world, could never explore or obtain, 
that the revelation which God hath given 
man from above, for directing him how to glo- 


rify him, and how to procure the laſting hap- 


pineſs of his nature, hath clearly unfolded. It 
hath made known to mankind in general, in 


the cleareſt and completeſt manner, not the 
doctrines themſelves only, but the very intereſt- 


ing nature of them; al things connected with 


them; and a thouſatid other important cir- 


cainſlances; that never could have been deſcried 


by this obſcure and erring medium. 


We are led to theſe pleaſing and comforting 
reflections by the reading of the verſes where 


LE, our context and text lie. 'T hey preſent us with 
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a ſhort and compendious view of thoſe precious 
truths, and exhibit them before our eyes in a 


very narrow compaſs. Some of them are, in- 


deed, more obſcurely ſet before us; others of 
them more clearly; but all of them, ſtill, in a 
truly ſtriking, comprehenſive, and forcible man- 
ner. any man be in Chriſt, he is a new 
creature : old things are paſſed away ; behold, all 


things are become new, And all things are o 
God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Feſus 


Chriſt, and hath gioew unto us the min iſtry of re. 
conciliation. 


Ix theſe verſes, the new creation is expre ſoly 


mentioned, which naturally and unavoidably 
leads ns back to the firſt creation of all things, 


which was, in the beginning, accompliſhed by 


God in a way very good; and a reconciliation 


between God and man, and man and God, 
which, in like manner, leads back to that fa- 
mous period, celebrated ſo much, and ſo long 
in the ſong of the poet, and dream of the phi- 
loſopher, under the title of the golden age, 
when peace, friendſhip, love, and happineſs ſub- 


| ſiſted between the inhabitants of heaven and 


carth. The entrance of fin, and of its deſolating 
effects, is plainly intimated, when we are in 
formed, that all things by it had become old; 
that they needed to be renewed; that man- 
kind, though originally created by God holy 
and happy, had by it become at variance with 
him, enemies to him, rebels, warriours, and en- 
mity itſelf againſt him; that they needed to be 
reconciled to him by Jeſus Chriſt; and that God 
W to give to his Apoſtles, and other com- 
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miſſioned ſervants in every age, for this purpoſe, 
the miniſtry of reconciliation. The manner in 
which deliverance from ſin, and its dreadful con- 
ſequences, is effectuated, is umphcitly ſuggeſted, 
when we are taught, that by union with Chriſt 
we become new creatures; that this amazin 
revolution is, in every thing, effected by God, 
who reconciles us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt; and 
that God hath given to his choſen Ss this 
miniſtry of reconciliation. A happineſs, in eve- 
ry reſpect, equal to that which we loſt by A- 
dam's introduction of fin into this lower world, 
and altogether adequate to the urgent nocel- 
ties of our guilty ſouls, is clearly intimated when 
we are told, that we are created anew to God ; 
that fin nad miſery paſs away; that all things 
become new; that God becomes. reconciled to 
man, and m—_— to God] and that univerſal peace, 
love, joy, a and. happineſg, in proportion to our 
renovation of nature, and reconciliation to God, 
every where abound, and fill our hearts and "Shy 
bitations, But of thoſe things here darkly bint- 
ed at only, we have, throughout our Bibles, more 
clear, diſtinct, copious, and full account Almo 
every where laid before us. 


TuESsE wards which I 1 at. this time, | 
choſen, as the text, afford three branches *. 
diſcourſe; every one of which demands our par- 
ticular attention, and will, upon this occaſion, 
furniſh us with ſomething of very ſuitable mat- 
ter of inſtruction and entertainment. 


I. The nature of the office of the Paſtor of 
the Church in New Teſtament times,. It is, a 


M iniſiry. 2 c II. 


2 


2 
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II. The particular deſignation of this office. 
7 he Miniſtry Reconciliation, 


III. The manner in which it, in all the diffe- 
rent periods of the New "Teſtament diſpenſation, 


is handed down from one generation of his 


miniſtring ſervants to another. God gives to 
4 the 3 of Reconciliation. 


* Miniſtr y. then, aac] in the text, 
which, firſt, comes under our review, according 
to the order laid before us in ir, mult no 


doubt mean the whole of that painful, though 


pleaſant work, aſſigned by Chriſt in his word ro 


the teachers af his Charch. Therefore ſeeing 


we have this miniſtry, as we have received mer- 
cy, we faint not; but have renounced the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by 
manifeſtation of the truth commending ourſelves to 


every man's conſcience in the ſight of God . Ad- 


mitting this, as a general deſcription of this mi- 
niſtry, the fulfilment of it may be comprehend- 
ed under theſe four important branches, which 
are juſt ſo many eſſential duties of every paſtor 
of the New Teſtament Church, in diſcharging 
his honourable office. The feeding of the flock 
of God with the whole of divine truth contain- _ 
ed in his word, fo far as he hath opportunity; 
the diſpenſing of all the ordinances of his inſti- 
tated worſhip with purity and entireneſs; the 
governing of that part of the Church commit- 
ted to his care with fidelity and prudence ; and 


Cor. iv. I. 2. 


— 
— —— 
— — — 
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the adminiſtering of her whole diſcipline with 


candor and meekneſs, to all who, within his ju- 
riſdiction, have incurred it. 


Tu E exerciſe of this Mintz x 11 n firſt, 
in the feeding of the flock of God with the 
whole of divine truth contained in his word, ſo 
far as the miniſter of Chriſt hath opportunity. 
The Chrittian ſyſtem lays before us, a rich, beau- 
tifal, and plealing variety of intereſting truths. 
Some of them are, indeed, mere important, and 
others of them leſs ſo. Yet all of them, whe- 
ther deemed by us more or leſs important, like 
the greater or ſmaller ſtones of a building, be- 


ing equally neceſſary in their place, for glorify- 


ing God, and ſaving ſinners, muſt, of courſe, be 
made known to the hearers ; and, according to 


their magnitude and importance, be inculcated 


upon them. Thoſe which are more important, 
ough: to be laid before them with greater at- 
tention, preached to them with greater frequen- 


cy, inculcated upon them with greater ferven- 


cy; while theſe that axe leſs important, howe- 
ver trivial by the hearers they may be account- 
ed, or howevcr much. they may be the object of 
their averſion, mult, nevertheleſs, if plainly con- 
tained in the Bible, be by no means neglected. 
in the miniſtration of his ſervants, For, as they 
are all the plain doctrines of the ſame revela- 
tion of God, he ſaw it meet and neceſſary that 
mankind. ſhould be acquainted with every one 
of them, which muſt, in itſelf ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


be both important and intereſting ; and ſhould 


make them the grand rule of their faith and 
practice. Thou ſhalt [peak my words unto es 
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The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 7 


is the commiſſion given all his watehmen in 
Zion, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear : for they are moſt rebellious *. Thou 
ſon of man, ſhew the houſe to the houſe of Iſrael, 
that they may be aſhamed of their iniquities: and 
let them meaſure the pattern, And if they be a- 
ſhamed of all they have done, ſhew them the form 
of the houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the go- 
ings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and 
all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances there- 
of, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws 
thereof : and write it in their ſight, that they mav 
keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinan- 
ces thereof, and do them. This is the law of the 
houſe ; Upon the top of the. mountain the whole 
limit thereof round about. ſhall be moſt holy. Be- 
hold, this is the law of the IS. 


All this; the faithful ambaſſador of Chriſt, in 
fulfilling that miniſtry received from the Lord, 
will, both in public and private; during the w hole 
courſe of his life, attempt with the moſt ſedu- 
laus and unremitting attention. Sometimes he 
will do it by reading the word of God; ſome- 


times, by expounding it; ſometimes, by preach- 


ing; ſometimes, by catechiſing; and, at other 
times, by miniſterial viſitation from houſe to 
houſe; Of ſuch conduct, the whole life of the 
celebrated Apoſtle of the Gentiles after conver- 
fion, and particularly when miniſtring in the fa- 
mous church of Epheſus, affords a very conſpi- 


cuous example. Te know, ſays he, in his laſt 


addreſs to "Is A the  firft Toy that I came 


. Exck. 11. 7. ; Ezek. , 10, 117 0 


— 
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into Aſia, after what manner I have been with 
18 vor at all ſeaſons,” ſerving the Lord with all hu- 
il | mility of mind, and with many tears and tempta- 
| | tions which befel me, by the lying in wait of the 
in Feus and how I kept back nothing that was pro- 
| fitable unto you, . but have ſhewed you, and have 
111 taught you publicly, and from houſe to houſe, tcſ- 
ins tifying both to the Fews, and alſd to the Greeks, by 
3118 repentance toward God, and faith toward our | 
Bl! | Lord Feſus Chriſt. And now, behold, I go bound | 
$58 in the ſhirit unto Jeruſalem, not — the 
Ell things that ſhall befal me there: ſave that the 
| il) | Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, that 
ZBY bonds and afilictions abide mo. But none of theſe © 
1 . things move me, neither count I my life dear un- 
By to myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 
Ky joy, and the miniſtry. which I have received of the 
uy Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of 
I --- Cod. And now, behold, I know that ye all, a- 
| mong whom I have gone preaching * 8 HY 
2 Wy of God, ſhall ſee my face no more. Wherefore 1 
| | 1 tate you to record this day, that I am pure from 
* Wi the blood of all men. For I have not ſhunned to 
declare unto you all the counſel of God. Take heed 
therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, over | 
the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you over- 
ſeers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. And now, bre- 
thren, I commend you to. God, und to the word of 
his grace, which 1s able to build you up, and fo 


give you an inheritance — allen which are 
| ſandifid +. [© | 
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Acts xx. 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32. 
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"Thrs Miniſtry conſiſts ſecondly, i in the diſpen- 
fing of all the ordinances of divine worſhip with 
} purity and entireneſs. The diſcharge of this 

part of the work of the Miniſtr is by far too 
little attended to by the generality of the m 
niſtring ſervants of Chriſt. Nay, conſidering 
the many awful threatenings in Scripture an- 
nexed to tranſgreſſions of this kind, it is not 
perhaps ever ſo ſtrictly exemplified in the con- 
duct of any of them, as could be wiſhed, or e- 
ven expected. For, under the firſt diſpenſation 
1 of divine grace, the man, whoever he was, that 
did not, in every circumſtance, act according to 
> the Scriptural mode of inftituted worſhip, was, 
by the expreſs command of Heaven, doomed to 
dic in the moſt public and ignominious manner: 
and often the awful ſentence of death, ſevere as 
it may appear to us, was in the very att of his 
unwarranted preſumption executed upon him in 
that way which ſeemed moſt meet to Jehovah 
— Himſelf; intimating to all future generations 
the greatneſs of the divine diſpleaſure for de- 
viating from his ſacred inſtitutions; and ſetting; 
forth the rranſgreffor as a ſignal monument of 
the terrible vengeance of Heaven for daring tb 
alter or innovate the ſervice he himſelf had | pre- 
ſcribed. Nox this diſpenſation, laſting as it was, 
we muſt allow, is — 7 It hath given way to a 
ſecond that is much more mild and happy. It 
| © which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
= ce bear,” hath made room for one that is an eaſy 
“ yoke, and a light burden.“ Nor does God 
now under this diſpenſation, i in ordinary caſes, 
parſae ſach rigorous meaſures with the tranſ- 
greſſors of bis Jaw, Wer be aſſures us, lie ob- 
27. 6:4 „ ſeryss 
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10 The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


ſerves every neglect of any part of his ap- 


pointed worſhip, every deviation from the form 
of bis preſcribed ordinances, and every innova- 
tion introduced into his ſolemn and religious in- 
ſtitutions; he marks all theſe wanderings down 
in the book of his remembrance ; pug he tells 
vs, that perſons guilty of ſuch tranſgreſſions ſhall 
not eſcape his righteous indignation and judge- 
ment, both here, and hereafter. For I teftify, 
ſays he, to every man that heareth the words of 


he prophecy of this book, if any man ſball add 


unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: and if any 
mam ſhall tahe away from the words of the book 
gf this prophecy, God ſhall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy ity, and 
rom the things which are written in this book *. 
Deeply impreſſed with the truth of theſe {en- 
timents, the conſcientious ſteward of the my fte- 
ies of God will, with earneſtneſs, endeavour, in 
this reſpect, to perfoim his whole duty to his 
great maſter. Ile will not only aim at declar- 
ing to his hearers the whole counſei of God 


without exception, but alſo at diſpenſing all the 


other ordinances of divine grace in their proper 


ſcaſons, whethcr they be prayer, praiſe, faſting, 


u ing, vowing, covenanting, baptizing, 


celebrating the Lord's ſupper, or bleſſing the 
people: at diſpenſing theſe ordinances, in eve— 


ry circumſtance according to the laws of Chriſt, 
avoiding, on any account whatever, either to 
ix his own inventions with them, or to ſhorten 


them in any form: at diſpenſing thoſe which : 


* Rev. Xxii, 18, 19. 
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belong to Gaints, to all who by their external 
conduct evidence themſelves to be ſuch; and 
thoſe which belong to ſinners, to them who by 
their outward behaviour prove themſelves to be 
ſo. For he remembers, that this, as well as e- 
very other branch of the miniſterial work, un- 
important ſoever as it may be reckoned by ma- 


— 


ny of his profeſſed miniſters, who little attend 


to this Scriptural mode of performing it, is juſt 
a part of that truſt committed to him; and 


that for the right management of it he muſk; 


in due time, be accountable to Jeſus his Lord 


and Jadge. Go ye, ſays he to all his miniſtring 


ſervants, as well as to his Apoſtles, and teach: 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the, 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt * 
Ze aching them to obſerve all things whatſocver'T 
have commanded you: and, lo! I am with you ch 
evay, even unto the end of the wage "AE * 


Tunis Miniſtry could,” thirdly; in Chriſt's 
commullioned ſervants governing, with fidelity 
and prudence, that part of the Church entruſted 
to them. That there is a real form of govern- 
ment by which the intereſts, welfare, and hap- 
pineſs of the Church are to be promoted; that 
this form of government” deviſed and revealed 
by Cod, with this deſign, is the preſbyterian ; 


_ that the great oytlines of it are diſtinctly mark- 


ed out by him; and that every thing neceſſary 


for a firm and laſting eſtabliſhment: of it is ſug- 


geſted: Theſe are doctrines plainly taught in 
the word of God, 15 nn? chapter of the 


” Matth. I. gh; 20. e homf-s 
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compiled by our pious forefathers; and adopt- g 


Acts of the A poſtles, beſides many other expreſs 
paſſa ges of Seripture, evidently diſplays them 
before our eyes *. So clearly, in fact, are they 
in theſe places preſented to our view, that there 
is not a perſon who reads his Bible without pre- 
poſſeſſion, not a perfon who reads it with real. 
attention, and a ſincere deſire to learn from it 
the will of Gad in theſe matters, but muſt find | 
them written in legible characters. Hence, the | 
prefent beautiful ſyſtem of preſbyterian govern- 
ment, manifeſtly dictated by our Bibles, and 
exhibited in the incomparable ſtandards of the 
Church of Scotland, was, in the moſt glorious 
period of the reformation of theſe happy lands, 


ed by all ranks there, as the ſum of their princi- 
ples, and the confeſſion of their faith. Hence, 
our venerable anceſtors eſtabliſhed this preſby- 
terian ſyſtem, as the alone eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment in theſe highly favoured iſlands; and or- 
dained, that neither clergyman ner layman 
ſhould be admitted to the communion of -the 
Church without his aſſenting to the form of go- 
vernment as Scriptural, as clearly taught in the 
Bible, and as the ſym of his religious principles 
upon this very head. Adhering, though but for | 
a ſhort time only, to this glorious ſyſtem, theſe 
Churches were then raiſed to à diſtinguiſhed e- 
minence among the. famous Churches of the 
reformation, and © looked forth as the morn- 
ing, clear as the moon, fair as the ſun, and 
be terrible as an arm. with banners,” Yet this 


* See the * Mr Muir 5 9 1 pre ache d 
at the opening of the Synod of Cow and Ayr, entitled, 
The A of nn TORE: | 
3 divine 
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| ko ſyſtem, bleſſed be God, is, in our day, 

| though a period of one hundred' and fifty years: 
diſtant, {till the eſtabliſhed religion of the Church. 
of Scotland : And this ſame happy ſyſtem, how-. 


ever obſcured in the practice of the generality - 
both of her miniſters and members, {till conti- 
= nues, making an allowance for thoſe innumera» 


ble frailties which are inſeparable frqm all hu- 
man ſocieties as well as individuals, to ſhine forth: 
among different diſſenting bodies in theſe our 

native lands with all its primitive ſplendour and 

glory. Of this ſyſtem, has our young brother, 
this day, in the ſight of every one of you, made 
the moſt open and avowed profeſſion. Of it, 
does every one of you in your ſtation, at your 
admiſſion te communion with this ſtill celebrat- 
ed Church amongſt us, make ſuch an explicit, 
though indeed leſs public, avowal. Much then 
ſhould all ſuch perſons who live in her commu- 
nion, but eſpecially all ſuch who miniſter in her 
in holy things, if they would poſſeſs common in- 
ꝛegrity and a good conſcience, be well gronnd- 
ed in the knowledge of it; fully perſuaded of 
its importance, as well as muh; ; live always in 
the firm faitli of it; act, at all times, corre- 
ſponding to this belief in their daily practice; 
adhere to it, when thoſe who are diſaffected to 
the cauſe of religion, or indifferent to this grand 
concern, are giving up vith it; and even con- 
tend for it, when the Bbarties of God's houſe 
are either invaded or encroached on by the 
wicked governors of this world. Sanctiſy tlie 
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to 
give an anſwer to every man that aſketh you a 
rea/en, of the hope that is in u yOu with meckneſs 
>”; | | and 


7 ws 
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and fear *. For a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
ſteward of God ;— —holding faſt the faithful 
word as he hath been taught, that he may be a- 
ble by ſound doctrine both to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainſayers. For there are many unruly 
and vain talkers and deceivers, ſpecially they of 
the circumciſion: whoſe months muſt be fopped, 
who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which» * 
they ought not, for filthy lucre's Ran 4 


The exerciſc of this part of the miniſterial 
work will not only require the greateſt degree 
of diligence and firmneſs, but it "wit expoſe the | 
miviſtrins ſervants of Chritt, in the conſcien- A 
tious diſcharge of it, to many hardfhips, and of- kk 
ten to ſevere perſecutions. Fur as long as they 
ſuſtain the characters of governours in the houſe 
of God, they mull, as far as poſſible, prevent 
the exiitence of factions and factious members 
m her; mult, upon a right foundation, advance 
her peace and happineſs in every form; muſt, 
* hen called to it, examine perſous Qctirons.,gf 
being admitted to her communion, and obſerve 
that, before their admiſſion to it, they be duly 
qualified in point of knowledge, religious prin- 
ciples, and blameleſs converſation ; muſt ap- 
point the different ſeaſons in which! = men- 
bers ought to aſſemble for the various exerciſes 
of rehgious worſhip ; muſt preſide in and direct 
the ile mn ſervice of our holy religion in her 
public aſſemblies; muſt examine perſons elected, 
by the Church C'S be public *eachers/ and other 
oltice-bearers within her bountts, and ſee that, 


*I Peter iii. 15. J. Titus 3. . 9, r 
previoug 


rn 
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previous to their inveſtiture with theſe offices, 
they be duly qualified for perfor ing the em- 
ployments to which they are called; mult or- 
dain perſons ſo chcſen and fitted fer diſcharging 
the different offices of deacons, ruling and teach- 
ing elders amongſt her eee ee - and muſt 
abe from the Bible, what are the doctrines 
to be taught in her, what worſhip diſpenſed, 
what government eſtabliſhed, and what diſei- 
pline adminiſtered. L li them are thoſe faithful 
and wi & fteward s, that with fortitude and per- 
ſeverance in ſuch things, perform their whole 
duty? Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Of a truth I 

ſay unto you, that he will make im rulers over 


all that he hath. But and if thoſe ſervants ſoy 


in their hearts, Our Lord delayeth his coming ; 
aud ſhall begin to beat the men;ſervants, and Ilie 
maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be aruuk- 
en: The Lord of thoſe ſervants will come in a 
day when they look not for him, and at an hour 


when they are not aware, and wilt cut them aſun- 


der, and will appoint them their portion with the 
unbeligvers *, | L 

Tas Miniſtry conſiſts, fourthly, in acmini- 
ſtring, with impartiality and candour, the whole 
diſcipline of the Cherch to all thoſs who have 
incurred it. The word of divine rèvclation 
preſents many expreſs commands for the admi- 
niſtration of the diſcipline of the Church. Not 
only does it inform us in — terms tbat it 
muſt be adminiſtered according to her various 


Luke xis 42, 43, 44, 45, 46. 
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neceſſities, but it laysbefore us that very diſeipline 
which ſhall be molt edifying and advantageous 
to her members. Obſtinate offenders of any 
kind or degree muſt, on the one hand, be ex- 
communicated or footed from her fellowſhip, 
until they give ſatisfactory evidence of their re- 
al penitence ; while deſponding penitents, on 
the other, as ſoon as they give ſatisfacto 
proof of their genuine repentance, muſt be re- 
{ſtored to her boſom. The former of theſe parts 
of the miniſterial work is as neceffary as the lat- 
ter; and the latter, as the former. Both, indeed, 
in their place are indiſpenſibly requiſite for pro- 
moting the grand concerns of the Church ; and 
therefore muſt be put into execution. f thy 
brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone: if he ſhall 
hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. But if 
he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three wit- 
neſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed. And if he 


ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: 


but if he negled to hear the church, let him be un- 
to thee as an heathen man and a publican. Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on 
earth ſball be bound in heaven: and whatſoever 


ye fall looſe on earth ſhall be locſed in heaven *. 


In the inflicting and relaxing of this diſcipline, 
however, the office-bearers of the houſe of God 
muſt. be careful how they act. They are en- 
joined to “ warn them that are unruly; and 
to reprove, admoniſh, and rebuke with all au- 


. Matth. iii. IS, 16, 17, 18. | 
thority 5 
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E thority; to © withdraw from every brother that 


« walketh diſorderly ;” and to exclude theſe, 


who are obſtinately impenitent, from the fellow- 


ſhip of the Church, by paſſing ſentence of ex- 


eominunication upon them. They are ordered, to 


4 ſhew offenders the ſinfulneſs and danger of their 


irregular conduct, as well as the offence given 
the Church by it; to ſolve every objection which 
may be made by them againſt ſubmitting to 


her diſeipline; to lay before them the advantage 


of living in her communion 5 to deal with them 


in every poſſible method that they may be 
brought back to her fellowſhip. They are com- 


manded to bring offenders to a ſtate of peace 
with her; to cultivate a diſpoſition for it among 
all who are already in her communion; to re- 
lax every cenfure formerly inflicted | ipod theſe 
who appear ſufficiently penitent ; and even to 
reſtore them to het fellowſhip ; but they are to 


do all theſe thin gs « with all loh: g-ſuffering and 


* doctrine,” and with © the meekneſs ani? gen- 


« tlenefs of Jeſus.” The ſervant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive ; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 


patient, in mee uU inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 


* themſelves ; if God peradventure will give them 


88 
"$$ 
43 
x 


= 
9 

"1 

8 


repentance to the acknowledging of the truth ; and 
that they may recover themſelves out of the fuare 


of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his 


will *, J charge thee before God, and the Lord + 
Feſus Chrift, and the elect angels, that thou ob- 
ſerve theſe. things without preferring one before 
8 oy on A. by W TEX 


2 Tim. ii. 24, 25, 26. 41 Tim. v. 21. 
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SUCH, ye faithful miniſters of the reconcilia- 
tion, is the nature of your work; and ſo labo- 
rious and arduous are your antent employ- 
ments. Hail, ye happy ones, ye ſervants of the 
Lord of Hoſts, men greatly beloved. Ye 
are highly favoured, the Lord is with you: 
© bleſſed are ye among mankind,” This of- 
fice with which ye are inveſted, is honourable ; ; 
and theſe duties of it, though often toilſome, 
and irkſome to the fleſh, are attended with the 


_ moſt prateful and happy conſequences to your 


ſouls. To you we are indebted for the clear 
manifeſtation of the glorious priviledges which 
the Church enjoys; and from you we expect 
diligence and reſolution in the performance of 
the various dutfes of your office. Go forward, 

then, in the path of the divine commandments, 
calling, on every occaſion, to remembrance your 
your, duty ; and diſcharging your engagements. 
Go forward, ye miniſters of God's houſe, adher- 
ing, with punctuality and fteadineſs, to all the 
laws of your Maſter and King; © bearing your 
« reproach ;” and through © evil report and 
« good r eport, finiſhing your miniſtry.” Reflect 
often on the noble encouragement preſented to 
you in the Goſpel for animating you in his ways; 
and be aſſured, that © in due ſeaſon you ſhall 
„ reap, if you faint not.” Fear none of thoſe 
things which thou ſhalt ſuffer : behold, the devil 
[ball caſt ſome of you into priſon, that ye may be 
tried, and ye ſhall have tribulation ten days: be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life *. For, 2 Paul, I am now ready tp 


4 


* Rev. ii. 10. 


be 
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be offered, and the time of my departure is at 

Hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finiſh- 
ed my courſe, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
- FE them alſo that love his appearing *, 


8: > ee - 


; ? Having ſhewn you whercin this Miniſtry con- 
7 fiſts, let us, in the 


II. Place, proceed to the particular deſigna- 
tion of this office: The Mini/try of Reconcilia- 
tion. i ; 


HE R E let us enquire, why theſe different parts 
of the work of the miniſter of Chriſt, mention- 
ed laſt head, conſtituting the whole of his paſto- 
ral duty, are deſigned the Miniſtry of Reconci- 
liation. This enquiry, with, its anſwer, will 
compoſe the ſum of what we mean to ſay on 
this branch of our ſubject. In anſwer to this 
poking queſtion, we obſerve, hs, 


Ix the firſt place, that they may be ſo called, 
becauſe they make known God's eternal pur- 
poſe of reconciling ſinners to himſelf. So ear- 

ly as Jehovah himſelf had a being, or as ter- 
unity itſelf exiſted, he intended the manifeſtation 
of his grace and mercy to Adam's unworthy and 
miſerable race; and his thoughts” to his for- 
| Jorn family were * thoughts of peace, and not 
Ne evil, to give chem an expected end.“ Then, | 


* 2 Tim. iv. „ | 
nc he 
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he thought upon them ; in their low eſtate. He 
| purpoſed to obtain redemption for them. He | 
| | propoſed, in the eternal council, the amazing ; 
| ſcheme for redeeming ſinners. He contrived : 
ll this wonderful device in all its aſtoniſhing cir- 
' cumſtances. He deviſed the important means 
| for accompliſhing it. He engaged to effectuate 
| | the whole work neceſſary for bringing it about. 
He undertook to carry it on from its early com- 
mencement to its future conſummation through 
eternity. Such, indeed, in their nature and 
excellence; and ſo vaſt, in their number and 
variety, were theſe his eternal deſigns of grace 
| | and mercy, reſpecting our redemption in time. 
. Yet theſe, he never did, either in the morning 
1 of time, or in any of its ſubſequent periods, 
1 „ hide within his heart, or conceal from the 
if | 2 great congregation” 15 the Church. Even ſo 
| early almoſt as the world itſelf exiſted, or man's 
| miſery \ was known, he, in the moſt public man- 
ner, in tbe firſt vromile. revealed them to the 
guilty progenitoxs of the human race. During 
| the Jong period of the Moſaic diſpenſation, he 
Il! made them known to his choſen people by the 
5 freguent meſſa es of his miniſtring ſervants, 
| which are collec ted 3 in the Old Teſtament writ⸗ 
ings. During that ſpace of time in which the 
Apoſtles « of Chriſt lived on earth, he, in a till 
- more open manner, proclaimed them to all the 
children of men, without diſtinction of nation, 
| rank, character, or ſex. He, in after times, by 
i# the nation of his ſlated ſervants, continued, 
3 ſtill continues, and will continue, till time ſhall 
be no more, to publiſh them to all the ends of 
the earth, without any exception or limitation 
2 ner 


— 
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whatever. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
ſpiritual blefings in heavenly places in Chriſt. — 
All this he doth; according to his purpoſe from 
eternity, made nu by his word in time. Ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love: having 

predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good plea- 
Jure of his will *, Let us remark, 


In the "Ok place, that they may be fo cal 
led, becauſe they declare God's method of re- 
conciling ſinners to himſelf. What way he 
would, in his infinite pleaſure, have purſued for 
obtaining ſuch a noble end, would, if he had 
not revealed himſelf in the facred oracles, have 
remained to all the human race an impenetra- 
ble ſecret. But now, what that aſtoniſhing me- 
thod is, the very deſign of the Seri h hk which 
we have every day among our hands, is clearly 
to unfold. They, accordingly, in a great varie- 
ty of different paſſages lay it in the cleareſt man- 
ner before the more ilhterate and unintelligent 
of mankind; and ſtill in a greater variety of 
them exhibit it in the moſt conſpicuous point of 
view before the more penetrating and ſagacious. 
They tell us, both more clearly and more ob- 
ſcurely, that, Jeſus in his perſon as Mediator, 
in his righteouſneſs as Surety, and in the influ- 
ences of his Spirit which intereſt us in theſe un- 
ſpeakable mercies, are the alone way by which 


* Eph. i. 3, 4, 5+ 1 
8 * * 4 
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we can ever again poſſeſs peace with him. God 


was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, 


not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them ; and hath 


committed unto us the word of reconciliation Xx. 


That Chriſt might reconcile both, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, znto God in one body by the croſs, having 


ſlain the enmity thereby: he came and preached 


peace to you which were afar off, and to them that 
were nigh. And having made peace through 
the blood of his croſs, by him 10 reconcile all things 
unto liimſelf ; by him, I ſay, whether. they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, 
that were ſome time alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
ciled }. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace 


with God through our Lord N Chriſt 8. SA | 


us Lake notice, 


Is the third place, that they may be ſo called, 
becauſe they intreat ſinners to be reconciled 
to God. Whether he in the word of divine 
revelation either acts, or ſpeaks in his own name; 
or whether he there cond any thing to be 
faid, or done in his name; he does all to ſhew 
that he is earneſtly ntreating us to be at peace 
with him. Sometimes he confers gifts of dif- 


$crent kinds. Often he {ends meſſengers of dif- 


ferent deſcriptions. At other times he ſpeaks 
in languages and ways different, yet always, 
with the ſame deſign, does he all theſe things to 
us. For, never does he grant his eternal Son to 


-yedeem the members of his Church; his Holy 


* 2 Cor. v. 19. | Eph. ii. 36, 17. J Col. i. 20, 21. J Rom. v. i. 


Spirit 


P 
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Spirit to ſanctify them; himſelf to be their por- 
tion ; or his providential diſpenſations, along 
with his ordinances, to work out for them “ a far 
«© more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.“ 
Never does he, in either of the two diſpenſations, 
appear in the form of a huinan perſon, deliver- 
ing any meſſage to the inhabitants of this world; 
ſend his well-beloved Son on our errand ; an- 
gels on meſſages to us; or men, like ourſelves, 
to be the meſſengers of his peace. Never 
does he ſpeak, by the ſimple declarations of 
his grace ; by the encouraging offers of his 
mercy ; by the precious promiſes of his word ; 
by the inviolable oaths ſworn by his own per- 
fections; by the fervent expoſtulations of his 
ſervants; nor, by the earneſt intreaties of his 
ambaſſadors, but he aims at this very end. .Now 
will I fing to my well. beloved, a ſong of my beloved, 
touching his vineyard. My well-beloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and he fenced it, 
and gathered out the ſtones thereof, and planted 
it with the choiceſt vine, and built a tower in che 
midſt of it, and alſo made a wine-preſs therein: 
and he looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes. What cauld 
have been done more to my vineyard, that I have 
not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it 
ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it hes th "Low 
Sante * Let us add, | 


In the ark os, that coy may be ſo cal- 
led, becauſe when attended with the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, they accomplich o our reconcilia- 


Iſa. v. I, 2, 4. 


tion 
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tion to God. As God in all his works and ways. 
diſcovers, on every occaſion, an evident delight 
in variety ; ſo doth he this, in the different ways 
by which he either reconciles ſinners, or pro- 
motes the reconciliation of ſaints, to himſelf; 
Sometimes, as he did to Lydia, he makes uſe 


of his ordinances alone for converting finners 


from the ways of fin; to the ſervice of himſelf *. 
At other times, as he did to Cornelius and other 
gentile converts then under his roof, he em- 


ploys theſe ordinances for the edifying of his 


people in holineſs and comfort to everlaſting 
ſalvation Þ. Many times, as he did to Manaf- 
ſeh, that wicked king, he honours the different 
diſpenſations of his providence; as the happy 
means of converting many I. Often, as he did 
to Jehoſaphat, that ſingularly pious prince, he 
makes theſe his providential diſpenſations, the 


favoured means of reaching edification to o- 


thers 6. Frequently, as he did to the famous 


Saul of Tarſus, afterwards. called Paul, he makes 


both his ordinances and his providencet concur. 
together for effectuating the converſion of his 


eEle& company ||. Moft commonly, as is known 


and felt in the experience of all the ſaints, he 


makes both theſe means, his ordinances and his 
providences, co-operate for the building up of 


his choſen members in every Chriſtian grace, 


until they obtain the full poſſeſſion of everlaſt- 


ing life in the heavenly country J. But 


9 Acts xvi. 4. + Acts x. 44, 45. +2 Chron. xxxiii. 11 14, 13. 
9 2 Chron. vii. 5, 6. Acts ix, 1—23. 
Rom. viii 28. Pſa. Xv. 10. 
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whatever are the external ways, by ' which 
he produces the converfion and edification 
of his ſelect flock, we are bold, 'from Serip- 
ture and obſervation, to affirm that, he bath all 
along magnified the word of the' Goſpel above 
every other means, in accompanying it with the 
{ſpecial influences of his Spirit, as the alone 
grand, external, and effectual inſtrument for 
beginning at firſt this good work in them on 
earth, for carrying it on from the ſmalleſt be- 
ginnings to the greateſt height 1 in this imper- 
fect ſtate, and for completing it in heaven for 
ever! The law of the Lord is Perfect, converting 
the ſoul: the teſtimony of the Lord is Jure, mak- 
ing wiſe the ſimple. Thie Aarutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 
the Aan 15 1 enlightening the eyes *, 


Sven „Gotpelhearers, are the nature and ten- 
dency of theſe doctrines of the reconciliation; 
and ſo pleaſin g, ſuitable, and in tereſting : are theſe. 
topics of diſcourſe which you have, every ſab- 
bath - day, in that place where you aſſemble to 
worſhip God, laid before you: High, in having 
acceſs to heat them, are your privileges; and 
diſtinguiſhed are your attainments. * Bleſſed 
« are the eyes which ſee the things which ye 

ſee; and blefſeq are the ears whict hear the- 
things which ye hear. For I tell you that 
man y kings, and prophets, and righteous men 
wee deſired to ſee thoſe things which ye ſee, 
and have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe 
things which ye hear, and have not heard 


* Pſa, xix 7, 8. 5 
4 LES E 5 ee them.“ 
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« them.” Poſſeſs then, at all times, a due e- 


ſteem for thoſe invaluable bleſſings which you 


at preſent enjoy; leſt he ſhould, in holy diſ- 
Pleaſure, ſay, I have called, and ye have re- 
« fuſed; I have ſtretched out my hands, and 
«© no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought 
« all my counſel, and would none of my re- 


„ proof: I alſo will laugh at your calamity, I 


% will mock when your fear cometh : when 
% your fear cometh as deſolation, and your de- 
« ſtruction cometh as a whirlwind; when di- 
<« fireſs and anguiſh come upon you.” Improve 
theſe your invaluable mercies, that you may at- 
tain the enriching and bliſsful advantages ma- 
nifeſted in them, all neceſſary grace in this 
world; and “ when the carthly 'bouſe of this 
* Sack. is diſſolved, a building of God, an 
« houſe not made with bands,” which compre- 
hends all poſſible glory, in the better country. 
Walk while you have the light, leſt darkneſs 
come upon you *, Let us not ſleep as do others, 
but let us watch and be ſober. Let us, who are 
of the day, be ſober, putting on the breaſtþlate of 
faith and love ; and for an helmet, the hope of 
ſalvation. For God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who died for us, that whether we wake or 


ſleep, we ſhould live together with him f. 


x John Xii. 35. 474 Tuefl. v. 6, 8, 9, 10. | 5 
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| God 


hath given to us the miniſtry of 
reconciliation. 


Is the preceding diſcourſe, I have given you 
a ſhort account of the Miniſtry, and of the Mi- 
niſtry of Reconciliation, both of which are men- 
tioned in the text. In this, I proceed to the 


 Manxx Vin which this Miniſtry, in all the pe- 
riods of the New Teſtament Church, is handed 
down from one generation to another. God 

gives to them this miniſtry of reconciliation. 


In the various periods of the New Teſtament 
Church, God hath, in different ways, given this 
miniſtry to his choſen ſervants. In that period, 
when Chriſt clothed in human nature, ſojourned 
in this world, which was about the end of the 
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firſt diſpenſation of his grace and commence- 


ment of the ſecond, he in his own perſon called 
the ſeventy en and entruſted them with 
this miniſtry for a ſhort ſpace; and the apoſtles 
with it, for their lives. In the firſt age of Chril- 
tianity, theſe apoſtles in concurrence with the 
whole Church collective where they then reſided, 
ſelected and called faithful men; whom they 
entruſted with this miniſtry, and appointed to 
be evangeliſts and other office-bearers amon 


her members, as were judged fit. In all the 


ſucceeding ages of the ſame diſpenſation, God 
employed, ſtill does, and ſtill will employ his mi- 
niſters with his whole Church diffuſive, where- 


ever they are, to ſelect and call faithful men to 


this work. Thou, therefore, my ſon, be ſtrong 


in the grace that is in Chriſt Fæſus. And the 


things that thou haſt heard of n among many 
witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithſul men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo * But as 
many profeſs to be entruſted with it in thin man 
ner, let us carefully and deliberately examine, 


What are the characteriſtics of that perſon to 


whom God hath given it, that we may be able, 


Vith clearneſs and certainty, to diſtinguiſh his j 


faithful miniſters from falſe pr enen 


I begin with obſervio g, that God's ginkn f cy 


miniſtry to his ſervants ſuppoſes, chat Be, e 
in his eternal decree ſingled them out for this 
office, hath, in the courſe of his ordinary pro- 
vidence, conferred upon them a conſiderable 


ſhare of natural talents. . neten ach * as 


4 * 2 n I, 2. | po 33 0 pi 
underſtand 


* 
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underſtand thoſe various powers of mind and 
even of body, which the great author of every 
good and perfect gift beſtows on his rational 
creatures of the human race, independent of a- 
ny improvement they make in any poſſible form 
or period. Such powers, to a certain degree, 

are the: gift of God to the whole human fami- 


ly. Some, it is true, poſſeſs a much larger ſhare 
of them than others. 


Every perſon, however, called by God to 
the work of this miniſtry will be endowed 
with a conſiderable ſhare of them. Such 
a perſon only can evidence that God hath 
fitted him for the execution of the different 
branches of the ſacred office ; and that he hath 
called him to labour in his vineyard. Such a 


perſon onl vis capable of thele neceſſary improve- 


ments which, it is ſuppoſed, he ought to make 
in knowledge of different kinds; can, with de- 

ter mined reſoletion and firgneſs, withſtand that 
oppoſition, and frequent 0 


ting the immortal ſouls of men, and glorify- 
ing his great Creator and Redeemer. 


0 In no age of the Church, accordingly, from 
the days of Adam to the days of John the evan- 


geliſt, has God ever choſen one to be an office- 


© bearer of this kind in his houſe, who was not 

. Furniſhed with all neceſſary qualifications for his 
work : not excepting even the famous fon of 
the herdſman of Tekoa ; nor the celebrated fon 
of Jeſſe, who once folluwed the ewes with young. 


331+; | | Nay, 


* 
. 
—— —— — 


rſecution to which. 
he, in the performance of duty, 1 is expoſed ; and 


can, in all rational probability, be fitted for pro- 
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Nay, i in no period of her exiſtence from the be- 
ginning of the world to this ver y day, has God 
ever called one ſingle perſon to this office, whom 
he did not fit with proper endowments for it. 
Nor, indeed, let me add, will he in any age yet 
to come ever call any individual to it who is 
not in ſuch a manner thus qualified. How can 
it be that God ſhould ever employ any of his 
miniſtring ſervants in his work, and yet ſend 
them a Warfare upon their own charges! i 
poſſible, that he will in a little time come to call 
them to an account for certain talents, which 
he, in his parables, is repreſented as having giv- 
en them; while he has never really conferred 
any upon them? How can he there be exhi- 
bited, as either graciouſly rewarding his dili- 
gent ſervants for occupying and improving theſe 
talents winch he hath conferred on them, or 
ſtrictly punithing his flothful ſervants for bury- 
ing and mifimproving them; while he hath re— 
ally never given them any ſuch which they 
might exerciſe? Can any perſon ſay that the 
N Lord of heaven and earth ever in any 
way ſhewed himſelf to be “ an hard or auſtere 
„ maſter” to any of his ſervants, © taking up 
« what he laid not down, and reaping where 
«© he did not ftr: aw ! ad 


Ix the ſecond vines; God's giving this mini- 
ſtry includes his diſpoſing the hearts of theſe 
perſons, whom he has a mind to inveſt with it, 
in ſach a way, that ſooner or later they are 
made to devote themſelves to this office. Among 
the teachers of the Church, ever ſince ſhe hath 
had an exiſtence, there have always been a great 
number 
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number of his profeſſing ſervants, whoſe hearts, 
whatever they may pretend, bite at all times 
diſcovered an utter averſion from the ſacred 
ſervices of this holy office; while a vaſt num- 
ber of them, on the other hand, have from the 
time they have ſeriouſly thought of it diſcover- 
ed a ftrong bent every way towards it. Never 
was this fact more ſtrikingly exemplified than 
in the age in which we live. Wilfully blinded, 
indeed, is the man who does not ſee, that den 
are many of his pretended miniſters though the 
profeſs an eager deſire to employ their talents 
in the ctercife of this ſacred function, yet ev ery 
day give lamentable evidence by their impious 
conduct, that their hearts are not at all thus 
difpaſed; that their minds are by no means ſet 
on being engaged in the noble exerciſes of it, 
and their deſires are not in any degree to ſpend 
and be ſpent in the delightful employments of 
it. Such perſons, wherein they be, evidently 
father themſelves. They plainly tell all with 
whom they are converſant, that they ave the 
profane and unfaithful poſterity of Eli, part of 
whole curſe it was, that they ſhould © come 
« and crouch for a piece of ſilver, and a morſel 
« of bread, and ſhould ſay, I pray thee, put me 
« into one af the prieſts offices, that I may cat 
6« '&-DiEcE of bread.” Their conduct expre ſsly 
declares to all, who have acceſs to know them, 
that inſtead of being inveſted by, God with this 
oflice, it muſt have been conferred upon them 
by the awful preſumption of their profane com- 
panions, and wicked friends; and muſt have 
been, accepted, not from a ſincere deſire to pro- 
mote the orand ends of the Goſpel, but from 
the 


> 
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the ſordid and unworthy motives of indulging 
the ſtrong corruption of their own hearts; the 
violent temptations of the evil one; and the 
unlawful love of their own gain. 

Widely different, however, is the conduct of 
the intended ſervants of Jehovah; and very 
oppoſite is their character. Convinced of the 
arduous nature of the ſacred office; and per- 
ceiving, even at a diſtanee, the many inconve- 
niencies, hardſhips, dangers, and cruel perſecu- 
tions attending the conſcientious diſcharge of 
it; they conſider it as too difficult for all bu- 
man powers, and find themſelves ar firſt ex- 
tremely averſe to engage in the work. Their 
hearts in ſuch a caſe, notwithſtanding every car- 
nal conſideration which may be propoſed, for 
fome time remonſtrate againſt it; and will not, 
for any thing that this world can offer, be 
brought, at all, to embark in it. Senſible, never- 
thelets, that their averſion to this work, when 
clearly convinced they are called to it, is their 
ſin; perſuaded that God has a right to demand 
their ſervice, ſo long as they are dependent up- 
on him; and remembreing, at the ſame time, 
the tron g obligations under which by God they 
have been laid to adhere in every caſe to their 
duty to him, and particularly when oppoſing 
their own carnal inclinations; they,' in defiance 
of every difficulty which they ever apprehend- 
ed, find themſelves powerfully influenced and 
eonftraitied to yield up themſelves to it, in all 
- the powers of their mind and members of their 

body; that FREIT talents may be improved, their 


1 „ 
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duty performed, their ſoul ſaved, the Church 


R and the divine perfeckions glorified. 


With theſe ſentinents the conduct of Mo- 


ſes, Jeremiah, and others, prior to their being 


in veſted with the ſacred office, when living in 
the private ſhade of obſcurity, perfectly agrees. 
"Theſe illuſtrious characters did not raſnly aſſume 


this office to themſelves, neither did they ever 


diſcover any ardour to enter on the execution 
of it. Even, when they were unexpectedly cal- 
led, and aſſured by their God of as much ſuc- 
ceſf as Re would ſee neceſſary for profiting the 
precious ſouls of his Church, often did they 
radely object to obey his condeſcendiitg call, 
and long did they finfally- refuſe to fulfil his 
heavenly mandate. Yet after all their unbe- 
coming, and even unmanly oppoſition to theſe 
his plaineſt dictates, they found themſelves thus 
ſtrangely, thongh unavoidably compelled to de- 
dicate themſelves to this office, and they were 
evidently manifeſted to be the favourites of hea- 
ven in faithfully been it *. 


bx the third place, God's giving to his choſen 
fervants this miniſtry implies lis furniſhing them 


with ſuch adventitious talents, as are neceſſary 


to qualify them, for the diſcharge of that im- 
portant office to which he hath fo diſpoſed their 


hearts. The expreſſion, adventitious talents, 


may, I apprehend, be uſed to ſignify theſe va- 
rious acquiſitions and improvements of any 
Kind which our natural powers in the diligent 


* Exod, iv. Jer. 1. 
| F | aſs 
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ule of the different means of medii vrcading, 
converſation, hearing, prayer, or otherwiſe may 
receive from God. All men have ſome meaſure 


or other of adventitious talents, as well as na- 


tral powers. Theſe, marked out by God to 
the ſacred office, have, in the uſe of theſe or fi- 
milar appointed means, received from him a ve- 
ry conſiderable ſhare of them; and generally 
100, in our age of the world, have in the uſe 
of ſuch means acquired them by the molt la bo- 
rious and aſſiduous applicauon. 


Such a portion of them, is always as neceſſary, 
even as natural talents themſelves for enablin 


them, in a becoming manner, to diſcharge the 
various duties of their minifiry. Herceby alone 
they find their faculties gradually and ſenſibly 
enlarged; and their minds acquire as it were a 
form, capacity, and extent altogether new, and 
even formerly, to the perſons themſelves poſſeſ- 


ſing them, totally unknown. "They are made 


uſeful to that part of the Church among whom 


they labour; and to the whole Church of 
Chriſt at large. They are rendered ornamen- 


tal to the glorious doctrines of the great God 


our Saviour ; honouring to the Rove office 
with which they are inveſted; and glorifying 


to God himſelf. 


Surrounding connections, ſpectators, and the 


i in general, in conſequence of ſeeing them 


poſſeſs, ſuch diſtinguiſhed endowments, which 


qualify them for this office, often aſcribe the 
acquilition of them to their own attention and 


induſtry. But the perſons themſelves, who en- 


Joy 
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joy them, impute it to the kindneſs of a gra- 


cious providence, who hath amply rewarded 
their diligent endeavours ; and thereby furniſh- 
ed them with a conſiderable meaſure of human 
literature, divine knowledge, and all other ne- 


ceſſary gifts for forwarding his own glorious 


purpoſes. Moſes ſaid unto the Lord, © my Ford, 
I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor fines 
thou haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant: but I am flow 
f ſheech, and of a flow tongue. And the Lord 
ſaid unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or 
who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or 

the blind? have not I the Lord? Now therefore 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou ſhalt ſay. And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto 
Aaron the Levite, thy brother, and put'words in 
his mouth; and I will be with thy mouth, and 
with his mouth, and will teach you what you ſhall 
do. And he ſpall be thy ſpokeſman unto the peo- 
ple: and he ſhall be, even he ſhall be to thee in- 
[lead of a mouth, and thou fhalt be to him inſtead 
of God. And thou ſhalt take this rod in thine 
hand, wherewith thou ſhalt do ſigns *. But the 
Lord ſaid unto Jeremiah, Say not, I am a child: 
for thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall ſend thee, and 
whatſoever I command thee thou ſhalt ſpeak. Be 
not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, ſaith the Lord. Then the Lord put 
forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the 
Lord ſaid unto me, Behold, I have put my words 
in thy mouth. See, I have this day ſet thee over 
the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, 


* Fxod. iv, 10, It, 12, 15, 101. 
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and to pull down, and to deſtroy, and to throw 
down, to build, and to Plant *. 


| In the fourth place, God's giving to his de- 
ſigned ſervants this miniſtry comprehends his 
ſucceeding their aims at uſefulneſs, as preachers 
among the real ſaints of God, with ſome mea- 
ſure of acceptableneſs and Faccelk: In the 
Church, in our own day as well as in any, other 
period of her hiſtory, there will be found many 
profeſling paſtors who have been differently fa- 

vourcd as to attainments for their office by 
the great Lord. Some there are, that give 
the moſt convincing evidence, that they have 
little or none of theſe attainments which fit 
them for the proper execution of its important 
duties. Others, although they diſcover ſome 
ſhare of them, yet plainly evidence that they have 
not that meaſure requiſite to prepare them for 
its difficult, though honourable ſervices. A third 
{ct have, as far as men can judge, all neceſſary 
ability for it, yet in the fight of God, they want 
theſe internal qualities which are akozether el- 
ſential to conſtitute them his miniſtring ſervants. 
Such falſe pretenders to this office, as compoſe _ 
theſe different claſſes of his profeſſing miniſters, 

notwithſtanding their having common gifts of 
every kind, liberally beſtowed upon them, far 
ſuperior to many of the commiſſioned ſervants 
of Jehovah, and great intereſt among emperors, 
kings, princes, nobles, and other eminent men 
for patronizing them in the Church, may, 
though indeed God often makes ſuch wicked 


* Jer. 1. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
| | men 
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men to praiſe him and promote his. intereſts, 
want many things neceſſary for rendering them 
approved among her members, and: ſerviceable 
to them in their generations. Accordingly the 
Lord himſelf declares concerning ſuch perſons, 
that he did not ſend them, yet they ran: that hie 
did not ſpeak to them, yet they prophecied: that 
they are among the prophets who do prophecy 
falſe dreams, and do tell them, and do cauſe the 
people to err by their lies, and by their lightneſs : 
that he ſent them not, nor commanded them ; that 
therefore they ſhall not profit this people at all X. 


Be the fate of theſe perſons, and the iſſue of 
their miniftrations, however, -as it may, it is a 
fact clearly aſcertained in Scripture, that all, 
whom God hath appointed ta this. office, ſhall 
have every accompliſhment and qualification ne- 
ceſſary for the faithful diſcharge of the impor- 
tant duties of it, both before God and man. 
They may not, it muſt be acknowledged, make 
an appearance adapted to the vitiated taſte of 
the grandees of the earth; the erroneous of the 
age; the profane in any of the different ranks 
of ſociety; or a great variety of other modern 
profeſſors of religion. among mankind ;' who 
too often, in every poſſible mode, diſcover thein- 
ſelves to be merely nominal Chriſtians. Vet ne- 
vertheleſs, they ſhall make an appearance alto- 
gether ſuited to the uncorrupted taſte of the ex- 
cellent ones of the earth, who wait upon ordi- 
nances that they may receive new ſupplies of 
divine grace and ſtrength for invigorating them 


fer. Xxxiii. 21, 32. 


38 The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


in their Chriſtian courſe; and they ſhall be 
completely fitted for building them up in all the 
graces of the Holy Ghoſt to everlaſting life. 
Nor is this all. The expreſs word of divine 
grace aſſures them, that, in their miniſterial cha- 
racter they ſhall have, a certain meaſure: of ac- 

ceptableneſs; a public occaſion of ſerving him; 
many opportunities of doing good ; much ſuc- 
ceſs in diſcharging the various duties of their 
office among the members of the Church; and 


moreover, every neceſſary accommodation of: na- 
tural life while ſo engaged. 


For the illuſtration of what I have ſaid on 
this particular, the lives of the falſe and of the 
true prophets in Old Teſtament times may be 
preſcnted io your view. The former of theſe, 
refemblin# falſe pretenders to the ſacred office 
in New Teſtament times, were often for a ſhert 
ſpace very acceptable among the great and 
wicked of the earth, becauſe of their ſmooth, 
agreeable, and deceitful doctrines ; but, at laſt, 
they were overtaken with eternal deſtruction, 
and often with temporal ruin as its unhappy 
prelude. The latter of them, reſembling. the 
faithful miniſters in our own days, were fo far 
from being acceptable among ſuch hypocritical 
| profeſſors of that Chu ch, becauſe of their doc- 
trines, that they were the very objects of their 
moſt inveterate malice and crueleſt perſecution ; 

but, notwithſtanding, they were, as far as feen:- 
ed meet to their maſter, received among the 
fearers of his name with every mark of cordial 
approbation aud genuine ſucceſs. Of this fact, 
the many pleaſant promnes of Old Teltament 
Scripture, 
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Scripture reſpecting, in the firſt ſtep of their 
accompliſhment, his antient Church, and in the 
ſucceeding ſteps of their fulfilment, this ſecond 


diſpenſation. of his grace, gave his appointed | 


ſer vants every poſſible aſſur ance; while they ta- 
citly and obliquely. threatened judgments to 
falſe. pretenders. I will gather the remnant of 
my Flock, out of all countries whither I have dri- 
ven them, and I will bring them again to their 
folds, and they ſhall be fruitful and increaſe. And 
1 will ſet up ſhepherds over them which fhall feed 
them, and they ſpall fear no more, nor be diſmay- 
ed, neither ſpall they be lacking, ſaith the Lord 4 

And I will give you paſtors according to mine 


heart, which ſhall Jeed Ohh. with nowledge and 
ene - FP 


1 the fifth — — 1 giving his 9388 
F this miniſtry. igcludes his preſenting 
them with the regular call of the Church to 

the, exerciſe of it. How ſuch a call! is conduct- 
ed, let me, as you have acceſs many ways to 
know ſomething of its nature, put you in remem- 
brance only of a few important circumſtances 
relative to it. It may be deſcribed, that act of 
the whole congregation of pr 9 Chriſtian 

members in full communion with the Church, 
by which, they chooſe a paſtor whom they 
know, have tried, and have found properly 
qualified with 4 to capacity, piety, and 
prudence, for diſcharging all the duties of the 


miniſterial office to their edification; . and invite 


him; and intreat him, as the man of Macedo- 


* Jer. xxiii. 3, 4. Jer. iii, 15. 


49 The Miniſtry of: Reconciliation. 


nia of old did in a viſion to Paul, to come and 
help their . ſpiritual intereſts in the important. 
| W vices of this miniftry. Conſidering that this 
a'matter in which: the anperiſhable ſbuls of 
all the congregation are deeply concerned, it 
ought always to be per formed, when the whole 
body of profeſſing Chriſtians intereſted are pre- 
fent ; ; and every one of them ought chearfully 
10 Join in that folemn action with all poſſible 
unanimity, or at leaſt with all poſſible harnrony. 
According to the divine appointment, one of 
the miniſters of the reconciliation from an ad- 
Joining part of the Church ſhould. always be 
preſent, prior to their entering; upon it, that he 
being their mouth may fupplicate the divine 
preſence and direction, as their happy priviledge 
when employed in it; and may call them now 
about to be thus occupied, to a lively faith in 
the great Lord of the harveſt, that ſo, on this 
occaſion, they may be enabled to perform their 
duty aright. Thus managing this buſinefs, God 
himſelf will become the overſeer and conductor 
of the whole tranſaction; and all that they per- 
form in it, ſhall by conſequence proſper well. 


Such, indeed, in its nature and conſequences, 
will be the public call of the Church to that 
perſon whom God inveſts with this miniſtry.— 
For none have ever yet been entruſted with it, 
that have not had ſuch a call; nor'can any, 
in truth, whatever they may profeſs, ever be 
ſaid to have it given them, unleſs they have, 
in this manner, received it. T hey may not, it 
muſt be confeſſed, have obtained it from this, 


or that part of the Church, which is moſt agree- 
able 
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able to themſel ves; or in this, or that part of 
their lives, when it might, in their apprehenſion, 
have been more convenient for them. Vet ſtill; 
they ſhall have it from the Church, whedever 
the time and place appointed for them, can pro- 
perly admit them, 'in their public CRONE to 
the exerciſe of this miniſtry. 


Thus Matthias was, in the firſt age of the 
Chriſtian Church, according to the received o- 
pinion, choſen by her members, when thus a{- 
fembled, to exerciſe the office of apoſtleſhip a- 
long with the eleven apoſtles . Thus Stephen), 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolas were, in the fame age of the New 
Teſtament Church, chofen by the Jewiſh Chriſ- 
tians to exerciſe the office of deaconfhip among, 
them at Jeruſalem . Thus Chriſt has appoint ; 
ed, that his miniſtring ſervants of every ſtation, 
in all the periods of this laſt diſpenſation, ſhall 
be choſen to diſcharge theſe offices. Perjly, 
verily, I ſay unto you, He that enterethi not by the 
door into the ſheep-fold, but climbeth up ſome o- 
ther way, the ſame is a thief and a robber. But 
he that entereth in by the door, is the ſhepherd of 
the ſheep. To him the porter openeth ; and the 
ſheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own 
ſheep by name, and leadeth them out. I am the 
door : by me if any man enter 1n, lie Gall be ſav- 
ed 1. Though theſe words were applied by 
Chriſt himſelf to the ſcribes and Phariſees of his 
. own times, yet, we apprehend, they are appli- 


; 2 Acts i. 12—26. Sce Beza, Grotius, Guyſe, and others 
on this pallage. 


7 Acts vi. 19. | Ch John x: 15 2, 3, 9 | 
aka 6 cable 


; | 


42 The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


cable to all thoſe falſe teachers, who, in every 
age, ſucceed them in their formal and diſſe m- 
bling practices. Now all theſe things hap- 
e pened unto us for examples; and they are 
<« written for our admonition, upon whom the 
, ends of the world are come. For whatſoe- 
« ver things were wruten aforetime, were writ- 
ce ten for our learning; that we through pa- 
e tience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
„have hope.“ 


Ix the laſt place, God's giving this miniſtry 
contains his bettowing upon his ſervants a Scrip- 
tural ordination to the exerciſe of it. What 
ſuch an ordination is, the Bible clearly ſtates ; 
and the ſtandards of the Church of Scotland, 
with which, next to your Bibles, I hope, every 
preſbyterian among you is familiar, plainly and 
compendiuuſly delineate in all its ſolemnity and 
{1gwificancy. Let it ſuffice for me therefore, 
at preſent, to ſay only, that it is juſt the ſetting 
apart of a penſon, endowed with all neceſſary 
ſpiritual gifts, and called, according to the word 
of God, in the molt en and public manner, 
to be an office-bearer in the houſe of God ; ſet- 
tipg him apart, I ſay, by prayer, faſting, the 
laying on of the hands of the preſbytery, and 
ſolemn commendation of him to God. 


Theſe external forms, uſed by the command 
of Chriſt, may be conlulorets as ſignificant of 
theſttious nature of it ; the ſpirituality of theſe 
invaluable bleſſings which, often along with it, 
have been communicated to the perſon ſo or- 
dained ; the manner in which they are convey- 
| PET oY 
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ed; that devotedneſs to the ſervice of God 
which he ſhould poſſeſs, and evidence; and that 
entire ſecluſion from the things of the world, 
which is ever ſuppoſed to belong to him. When 
they are viewed, as ſignificant of theſe things, 
they will be found worthy of that ſolemn ordi- 
nance about which they are converſant ; worthy 
of our chearful compliance with thirds worthy 
of our keenelt ſupport at all times; and even 
worthy of God to inſtitute, for ſuch an occaſion, 
in his Church. Very plunly is ſubjection to 
this ordinance enjoined upon the miniſters of 
his houſe ; and the nature of it ſuggeſted in 
many paſſages of his word. Now there were in 
the church that was at Antioch, certain prophets 
and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, - 
which had been brought up with Herod the te- 
trarch, and Saul. As they miniſtered to the Lord, 
and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them. And when they had faſted and pray- 
ed, and laid their hands on them, they ſent them 
away *, When they had ordained them elders _ 
in every church, and had prayed with faſting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed F. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, 
that thou ſtir up the giſt of God, which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands I. Negled not the 
gift that is in thee, which was given thee by pro- 
phiecy, with the laying on of the hands of hs pref 


bytery §. 


* Acts xiil. 1, 2, 3. ＋ Acts xiv. 23. 
4 2 Tim. i. 6. { 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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When God pives this W of his mi- 

niſters with thoſe other qualifications already 
mentioned, he may, with juſtice and propriety, 
be ſaid to give his choſen ſervants the miniſtry 
of reconcihation. For this is the crowning 
part of the character of ſuch a minifter ; and it 
is the finiſhing ſtroke of che portrait of one who, 
in the eye of God, is inveſted with the office of 
an ambaſſador of Chriſt; in which he acts, as 
though God did beſcech ſinners by him to be 
reconciled to God. 


FxoM the view which the text has led us to 
take of this ſubject, we may learn many inſtruc- 
tions relating te life and practice. We are 
plainly taught, that the meſſage which the mi- 

niſters of | Chriſt deliver, contains very joyful 
tidings. It brings the beſt news that ever 
chuld have reached our world. It publiſhes not 
that God is by the death of Chriſt made placa- 
ble or reconcileable only to ſinful men, but that 
his wrath is actually appealed, his anger turned 
away, his ſeemmely diſcordant perfections fully 
harmonized, himſelf reconciled, and reconciling 
the world to himſelf, What better. news could 
deſcend from heaven to earth? Theſe, truly, 
are more important than if we were aſſured, the 
world had fallen to us by heritage; and far 
more joyful than if we heard, we were conſti— 
tuted the lords of the univerſe. Behold, ſaid 
the angelic meſſenger who was no ways in- 
rereſted in them, farther than as they brought 
glory to his great Creator, and falvaiion to pe- 
riſhing men, his fellow-creatures, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. 
For 
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For unto you is born this day, in the city of Da- 
vid, a ſaviour, which is. Chriſt the ro . Glory 
to God in the higheſt and on earth peace, good- 
will towards men x. O Lord, I will praiſe thee, 
ſings the Church _— were in the higheſt de- 
gree concerned in theſe. tidings in ſtrains, if 
poſſible, ſtill more elevated, though thou waſt 
angry with me, thine. anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortedſt me. Behold, Cod is my ſaloa- 
tion: I will truſt, and not be afraid: ſor the 
Lord Fehovah is my ſtrength, and my ſong, he 
alſo is become my W 7. 


FROM. this nn we are farther taught, 
that the office of the miniſtry is a very laborious 
employment. The miniſters of Chriſt have ve- 
ry much work aſſigned them every where 
throughout his word: - $0 much, in fact, that 
the diſcharge of the various duties of their of- 
fice will en groſs the whole of their time. Con- 
ſtantly aiming at the performance of them in 
their ſeaſon, they will find few vacant hours 
from the exerciſe of this miniſtry ; ; little time 


to ſquander away even in innocent pleaſures or 


amuſements ; far leſs to miſimproye in diſſipa- 
tion or erividt engagements; none at all, to miſ- 
pend in rioting and banquetings; which, alas: 
have too often occaſioned much juſt reproach 
to many profeſſed miniſters. Beſides, ſuch em- 
ployments, how much ſoever they may occu- 
py the time and attention of falſe pretenders to 
this office, will never tend to ſecure the ſatisfac- 
tion, ſerenity, peace, andi joy of their own minds; 


0 


* Luke ii. 10, 11, 14. f. 1a. xii. 1, 2. 


obtain 
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obtain the approbation of their judge before his 
awful tribunal ; enſure to them the comfortable 
ſentence of the faithful ſervant ; profit the ſouls 
of men ; or obey the divine laws. Firmly per- 
ſuaded of this, they always ſtudy to reduce the 
whole duties of their office to practice ; they 
employ themſelves, from day to day, in the pe- 
culiar buſineſs of it; they aſſiduouſly endeavour 
to approve themſelves to God, “ workmen that 
« need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
“ word of truth, and giving to every one his 
e portion of meat in due ſeaſon ;” and with a 
perſevering diligence they are never ſatisfied, 
until they have done all withont reſerve that 
Chriſt in his word hath enjoined. 7 charge thee, 
ſaid one miniſter of Chriſt to another, who was 
his ſon both in the Lord, and in this miniſtry, 
before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom ; preach the word; be inſtant in 
Jeafon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-ſuffering and dodrine. Watch thou in 
all things, endure aflictions, do the work of an e- 


vangeliſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry *. 


Tris diſcourſe ſhould, in the next place, in- 
ſpire believers with gratitude to the three per- 
{ons of the Godhead, for what they have done 
in reconciling rebellious ſinners to themſelves. 
To each of theſe perſons we are in an eſpecial 
and infinite manner indebted. To the Almigh- 
ty Father, who from eternity decreed the re- 
demption of captive ſmners ; who, in the fulneſs 


® 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5. 
| 8 of 
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of time, ſent the Son to execute the divine pur- 
poſe; and who, in conjunction with his well-be- 
loved Son, ſends the Holy Ghoſt, in every 
period of time, to make effectual application of 
it to the hearts of obſtinate men. To the eter- 
nal Son, who, when we were in a ſtate of rebellion 
againſt this adorable three-one God, reconciled 
us to them by his own blood ; who, in concert 
with the Father, ſends the divine Spirit on the 
above deſigns; and who by him has, in every 
age, employed his miniſtring ſervants to pro- 
claim an open indemnity in the goſpel for our 
long courſe of treaſonable conduct carried on 
againſt him. To the ever bleſſed Spirit, who, 
by accompanying the goſpel with his powerful 
influences, ſubdues our ſtubborn hearts to him- 
ſelf; who helps forward this work of reconcili— 
ation in them from time to time ; and who will 
perfect it in heaven through eternity. O how 
great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for 
them that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought for 
them that truſt in thee before the ſons of men] &. 
Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens ; and thy 
faithfulneſs reacheth unto the clouds. Flow. ex- 
cellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God! therefore 
the children of men put their truſt under the ſba- 
dow of thy wings . 


Let an abiding impreſſion of ſuch infinite good- 
neſ manifeſted to our fallen race, at all umes, 
remain upon our ſpirits. Let the warmeſt gra- 


titude for the unnumbered acts of the goodneſs, | 
of the Trinity glow in your hearts, and diſcover 


* Pſa. xxxi. 19. + Pſa xxxvi. 5, 7. 
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itſelf in your converſations. Can you ever in- 
dulge the thought of poſleffing delicacy, ſenſibi- 
| liry, generoſ:ty, and gratitude, if you forget the 
infinite God, that is your Saviour and your all. 
F orget, Chriſtians, the ever bleſſed Saviour, who 
hath done, is doing, and will do fuch great 
things for you! Whom ſhall you, or whom 
can you remember, if 'you are capable of for- 
getting him? Him, to whom you are indebted 
for life; its enjoyments ; its comforts; and its 
prolongation. Him, to whom you owe the par- 
don of fin; acceptance into the divine favour ; 
adoption into the family of heaven; and hol 
nes in nature and life. He hath given you a 
ſure eſtabliſhment in a gracious ſtate; the com- 
forts of the divinc falvation, which are altoge- 
ther unſpeakable; an aſſurance of a complete 
triumph over death, as well as every other ene- 
my; and a glorions hope of a bleſſed immor- 
tality. He hath afſured you, that your ſpirits 
{hall have a welcome reception into the heaven- 
ly manſions ; that your bodies ſhall have a glo- 
rious reſurrection to eternal life; that your per- 
ſons ſhall have a joyful appearance before the 
Jud gment-ſeat ; and that a delightful fentence 
ſhall be there pronounced in your favour. By 
him the heavenly city where your lodging ſhal! 
for ever be, will be pointed out; the gates of 
the new Jeruſalem fet open; the path of life 
ſhe wn; and an entrance, with gladneſs and re- 
joicing, into the palace of the Almighty King 
granted. By him you ſhall be brought to the 
poſſeſſion of that Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world ; placed m 
the light of i countenauce;! cauſed to 
EY | ſhare 
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ſhare. of that fulneſs of joy, which is in his pre- 
ſence; and made to drink of theſe rivers of 


_ pleaſures, which are at his right hand. From 


him is the crown of life, that ſhall be put upon 
your head ; the royal robes, with which in the 
heavenly city you ſhall be arrayed ; the glorious 
tarone, on which you ſhall be ſeated; and the 
heavenly city, where you ſhall dwell for ever. 


THE conſideration of the whole ſubject ſhould: 
teach every one of you how to live, at all times, 
in this world. Very nearly connected is your 
duty with theſe precious doctrines of the recon- 


ciliation which you have always acceſs to hear; 
4nd the more, in truth, you regard them in 


thought, word, and deed, the more you per- 
form it. Study therefore to be much acquaint- 
ed with them. Welcome them, whenever you 
hear them, exclaiming, © this is a faithful ſay- 
„ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Je- 
e ſas Chriſt came into the world to fave ſinners : 
« of whom I am chief.” Live coptinually in 

the faith of them. Rejoice always in the conſo- 
| Jations which they afford. Be on all occaſions 
ready to ſhew your concern in theſe glorious 
truths, and adherence to them. Eſteem the mi- 
niſters of the reconciliation, as the alone ſervants 
of the living God, who point out to you the 
way of ſalvation. Connect yourſelves with them 
in the fellowſhip of the goſpel. Let fervent 
prayer to God, for their happineſs, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of their miniſtrations among you, be your -- 
daily exerciſe. Let prudent information, from 
time to time, of their ſucceſs among you be 
given them. Let their inftructions be liſtened 
"JEPE | H o 
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to by you with the greateſt attention. Let their 


exhortations and examples be remembered by 
you, and. followed with all readineſs. Let it be 
your conſtant endeavour to profit by their la- 
bours and miniſtrations. Let every thing to 
encourage, aſſiſt, and co-operate with them in 
the work of the miviftry be performed by you 
in your ſtations. Remember them which have 
the rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
word of God: whoſe faith follow, conſidering the 
end of their converlation. Feſus Chriſt the ſame 
yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever. Be not car- 
ried about with divers and ſtrange dodrines: for 
it is a good thing that the heart be eſtabhſhed. 


with grace, not with meats, which have not hro- 


fited them that have been occupied therein. Obey. 


them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your- 


ſelves : for they watch for your ſouls, as they that 
muſt give account: that they may do it with joy, 
and not wiih grief: for that is unprofitable for 
you. Pray for us: for we truſt we have a good 
confcience, in all things willing to live honeſtly *. 


Inſtructed, directed, and animated by the dai- 
ly miniſtrations of ſuch teachers, let all of you, 
my dear fellow Chriſtians, continually keep in 
mind that whatever you have, are,or do expect, 
comes froni God, who reconciles you to himſelf 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; and who hath, for your behoof, 
given to his choſen ſervants this miniſtry; and 


let every one of you, under the powerful influence 


of this belief, comply with all the words, ordi- 
nances, and iuſtitutions of Chriſt ; deriving di- 


* Heb. xili. 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18. 
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vine influences and ſtrength from him, in every 
_ caſe, for adhering to them; earneſtly con- 
tending for the faith once delivered unto the 
“ ſaints: neither turning to the right hand nor 
<< to the left.“ Happy they, who thus uniform- 
ly and conſtantly make progreſs in their courſe 
to the heavenly country. They are already, 
according to his abundant mercy, begotten 
again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an inheri- 
d tance that is incorrupüble, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
for them ;” and they ſhall, in due time “ have 
an entrance miniſtered unto them abundant- 
ly, into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
« and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” M#/herefore gird 
up the loins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to 
the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Feſus Chriſt ; as obedient 
children, not faſhioning yourſelves according to the 
former luſts, in your ignorance ; but as he which 
hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all man- 
ner of converſation ; becauſe it is written, be ye 
holy, for I am holy *. Wherefore, ſeeing ye are 
encompaſſed about with ſo great a cloud of wit- 
neſſes, lay aſide every weight, and the ſin which . 
doth ſo eaſily beſet you ; and run with patience 
the race that is ſet before you, looking unto Jeſus, 
the author and finiſher of your faith, who, for the 
joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, | 
deſpiſing the ſhame, and is Jet down at the right 
hand of the throne of God T. 
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